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CANNING CROP CONDITIONS 


Relief from Drought and High Temperatures 
- Received Only in Scattered Areas 


New York.—The week ending August 18 was very warm 
in New York state except toward the close. Only light scat- 
tered showers were received during the week and these did 
not aid canning crops very materially. 


Trt-States.—Corn and tomato packing is in full swing 
in this territory with yields reported to be fair. Rain is 
needed very badly in some sections. 

Outo.—High temperatures persisted throughout the week 
in Ohio, with light local rains on the 14th, 15th, and 16th. 
A few sections received heavy showers. Corn in the southern 
part of the state continues very poor and only fair in other 
sections, 


InptANA.—Continued hot dry weather in the southern part 
of the state caused further deterioration in corn and toma- 
toes. The early crop of tomatoes is practically destroyed. 


TeNNesseE AND Kentucky.—Reports from this area state 
that the temperatures have been abnormally high for the 
past week. Since the first of July no rain of consequence 
has fallen in western Tennessee and Western Kentucky. The 
tomato crop is going backward and Fall beans which have 
just been planted will not develop unless moisture is received 
soon. Tomato acreage is only about 50 per cent of 1935 
and the condition of the crop now indicates about a 50 per 
cent crop on this smaller acreage. 


ILuino1s.—Corn in Illinois is yielding very light. Most 
of the corn packed thus far has been packed cream style. 
During the past week, temperatures have been unusually 
high. Rainfall in the northern part of the state has been 
fairly satisfactory but not in the eastern section. 


Wisconsin.—Wisconsin Canners Association reports a few 
heavy showers during the week but no improvement to can- 
ning crops. The corn pack is just beginning. Ears are short 
and poorly filled. The Association estimates the probable 
yield at about 25 per cent of normal, Beans are in very 
poor condition, probably worse than corn. Yellow wax 
beans have suffered more severely than green. Early beets 
are almost a complete failure. Tomatoes have just started 
setiing blossoms since recent rains. The only hope of a 
tomato pack in Wisconsin is to have a late frost. 

\Minnesota.—Moderate temperatures and good showers 
during the last few days have improved corn in Minnesota 
slightly. Canners estimate about 30 per cent of a normal 
pack. Eight-rowed Bantam has been damaged most and 
yields are very short. Larger Golden varieties are running 
_ one and one-third tons per acre, with quality fairly 
food, 

lowa,—lowa received less rain than Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and Illinois during the past week and temperatures were very 


high. Deterioration of corn has contined at a rapid rate. 
New tassels coming out on late corn have been promptly 
killed by the heat. 


Revised Canadian Regulations on Canned Tomatoes 
and Tomato Products 


The Canadian Government has issued in multigraph form, 
under date of July 21, 1936, a revision of Section 37 of the 
Regulations Covering the Inspection of Preserved Fruits 
and Vegetables, issued in 1933. This revision applies to 
canned tomatoes and tomato products. The revised regula- 
tions are given in greater detail and in a more definite form 
than the regulations they supplant. Copies of the revised 
regulations for canned tomatoes and tomato products may be 
obtained by requesting them of the Minister of Agriculture, 
Ottawa, Canada. 


PRICE SPREADS 


Review of Study Published by the U. S. Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics has just completed 
and issued a report on a study designed to show the share 
the farmer receives of the consumer's dollar. The study 
covers 58 foods purchased by the average workingman’s 
family, and included among these are the following canned 
food items: Peaches, pears, asparagus, beans with pork, snap 
beans, corn, peas, and tomatoes. 

The canner’s interest in a study of this kind is, of course, 
concerned primarily with canned food items and their com- 
parison with other foods. In that connection there are two 
important points that should be noted in analyzing the share 
the farmer received of the consumer's dollar. First, there is 
the absolute percentage the farmer receives of the consumer's 
dollar spent for canned foods as compared with the absolute 
percentage he receives from the consumer's dollar spent for 
other foods. Second, there is the comparison of the stability 
of the farmer's share in the case of canned foods as com- 
pared with other foods. 


The retail price of food covers a number of service items 
in addition to the actual value of the food delivered to the 
consumer. In the case of farm products sold to the consumer 
in practically the form in which they are harvested on the 
farm, it is to be expected that the farmer will obtain a higher 
percentage of the consumer's dollar than in the case of foods 
which are processed and sold to the consumer in a form 
quite different from the raw product. It seems obvious, 
therefore, that the farmer would choose to sell his products 
in that form which would give him the highest percentage 
of the consumer's dollar. 

In the case of perishable products, however, it is possible 
to sell only a relatively small percentage of the crop in that 
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manner because of the seasonal and perishable nature of the 
product. If the consumer is to obtain these products through- 
out the season, it is necessary that these perishables be 
processed and held until they are consumed. Thus the con- 
sumer when buying these processed foods pays not only for 
the food but also for the services of preparing them for con- 
sumption and holding them until the consumer desires them. 


The following table shows the percentage of the retail 
price for various foods received by the farmer, as revealed by 


the study: 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 
Commodity Pet. Pct. Pet. Pet. Pet. 
40 37 37 37 45 
Pork ... 42 45 59 
Dairy products si . 42 37 37 41 45 
Eggs wet 59 59 59 62 66 
28 36 39 39 
Macaroni 7 8 16 15 
Corn flakes ...... . 7 10 16 21 
Dry beans é . & 37 47 53 55 
Oranges 29 27 23 31 27 
Raisins 28 24 28 “4 30 
Prunes ee 24 30 35 35 32 
Beet sugar .......... wees 39 32 29 28 
Canned foods: 
Pork and beans ... 13 7 10 12 12 
14 14 12 12 ll 
Peas eaten 18 17 15 12 13 
Tomatoes ee 15 14 13 13 14 
Snap beans -- 15 16 
Asparagus - - . 26 31 
Peaches — _ . ll 14 
Pears -- — 11 13 
Fresh vegetables: 
Snap beans — _ _ 26 29 
Carrots — —_ — 17 18 
Spinach .. 31 39 
Lettuce . on oa 31 34 


If it were possible in a study of this sort to compare the 
amount of the consumer's dollar paid for the food itself with 
the amount the farmer receives for the raw product, there 
is no doubt that canned foods would yield the farmer as high 
a percentage of the retail price as do unprocessed foods. 
Consequently it is not fair to compare the farmer's share of 
the retail price of snap beans sold on the fresh market with 
the share the farmer receives from the retail price of canned 
snap beans. This study shows that in the case of the former, 
the farmer's share is 29 per cent whereas in the case of the 
latter, it was 16 per cent for 1935, 


A comparison which would be much more nearly exact 
would be to compare canned foods with other processed foods 
requiring approximately the same amount of processing and 
other service costs. White bread, for example, during 1935 
returned to the farmer 17 per cent of the price paid by the 
consumer. This compares favorably with the percentage 
return to the farmer for canned snap beans. Some other 
processed foods returned smaller percentages than white 
bread. Probably the smallest was that of macaroni, in which 
the farmer received only 7 per cent of the 1932 retail price. 


It should be pointed out also that this study is a comparison 
of the percentage received by the farmer on a price-per-unit 
basis. If the comparison had been made on a value basis, 
that is, a comparison of the retail value of all the products 
marketed per acre, the percentage received by the farmer 
would be decidedly different than that shown in this study. 
In the case of canning crops, where practically all of the 
production is marketed, the value when figured at retail 
prices is often higher than the retail value of a similar crop 
marketed in the raw state. If the comparison were on a value 
rather than a price-per-unit basis, the percentage of the retail 
value received by the farmer would be much higher for canned 
foods than is shown in this study. 


The Chief of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics states 
in the foreword of this study: 


“The American public is keenly interested in costs 
and charges between farmers and consumers. This in- 
terest has been particularly strong since the beginning 
of the depression, as these charges and prices to con- 
sumers generally did not fall so rapidly or so far as did 
prices to farmers. Farmers, consumers, and the market- 
ing and transportation industries are concerned with the 
question.” 

The stability of farm income expressed as a percentage of 
the retail value of foods was therefore considered to be a 
matter of major importance. It requires only a superficial 
analysis of the table below to see that the percentage of the 
retail price received by the farmer held up much better dur- 
ing the depression in the case of canned foods than it did in 
the case of all foods combined. Canned peas, for example, 
returned 18 per cent of the retail value to the farmer in 
1931, which was the highest percentage for any of the 17 
years shown in the study. Canned tomatoes returned 15 per 


cent in 1931. Only two other years of the 17 showed a 
percentage as high. 


The following table shows the percentage of the retail price received by farmers for three canned foods as compared 
with other specified products and with the 58 foods combined: 


-—————Canned foods 


Year Corn Peas Tomatoes 
Pet, Pet. Pet. 

1919 15 14 14 
1920 16 15 15 
1921 16 15 15 
1922 13 14 10 
1923 12 15 12 
1924 13 14 13 
1925 13 14 13 
1926 14 15 14 
1927 13 15 14 
1928 13 15 14 
1929 13 15 13 
1930 14 15 14 
1931 4 18 15 
1932 14 17 14 
1933 12 15 13 
1934 12 12 13 
1935 ll 13 14 


All 
Cabbage Potatoes Onions Bread 58 foods 
Pet. Pet. Pet, Pet, Pet. 
24 63 41 35 57 
17 65 21 31 53 
30 55 19 
19 57 20 20 45 
26 48 39 18 45 
21 52 27 20 45 
39 53 28 26 48 
19 63 23 23 48 
30 58 23 20 47 
24 52 35 20 48 
20 50 19 19 47 
20 58 18 15 Ws 
15 52 33 ll 38 
16 41 13 9 33 
24 48 31 13 35 
13 48 25 16 37 
18 42 25 17 42 
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TO CONSIDER 1937 FARM PROGRAM 


State Meetings Are to Be Called by the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration 


The Agricultural Adjustment Administration announced 
on August 19th that a series of meetings, beginning probably 
in the latter part of August, would be held in the states 
to discuss recommendations of farmers concerning an agri- 
cultural conservation program for 1937. Conferences look- 
ing to the development of a range program for the remainder 
of 1936 and for 1937 already have been held in western 
states. 

In the general farming areas, the drought has caused a 
heavy loss in both new and old seedings of soil-conserving 
crops. This has made it desirable, the A.A.A. states, that 
the 1937 program encourage a material increase in new 
seedings of grasses and soil-conserving legumes. 

In many areas it is very difficult to get a good stand of 
soil-conserving crops without the use of nurse crops. One 
of the subjects for discussion at the meetings will be the 
advisability of encouraging additional plantings of grasses 
and legumes with nurse crops this fall and next spring. 

In areas affected by the drought where the soil is too dry 
for germination of grasses and legumes, consideration will 
be given to practices which control wind erosion and which 
will prepare the soil for the seeding of permanent soil- 
conserving crops at a later date. 

Farmers may wish also to consider a provision for the 
maintenance of a specified proportion of the crop land in 
soil-conserving crops. This proportion could vary as between 
areas and would be determined after recommendation of 
state and county committees. 

The conferences, and other opportunities for farmers to 
transmit their recommendations for a 1937 program, are 
being arranged by the regional directors of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration. 


Tomato Sauce Factory in Egypt 


A tomato sauce plant has been established in Egypt with 
a daily capacity of 12 tons, according to a report from the 
American commercial attaché at Cairo, but this capacity is 
utilized only during the Egyptian tomato season—March to 
April, June to July, and October to November. Even then 
that figure is not reached very often as the demand for 
tomato sauce is not so big to warrant an output equal to 
the full capacity of the plant. During the rest of the year 
the daily output of the plant is from one to two tons and 
sometimes even less. 

Tomatoes are grown in Egypt during the whole year but 
toa much greater extend during the months of October and 
November, insuring a constant and adequate supply for the 
factory. Egypt therefore cannot be considered as a potential 
market for foreign canned tomato sauce. 

Small quantities of tomato sauce produced by the plant 
are shipped to Syria and Palestine, and the company has 


of 7” been trying to introduce its products in the British 
market, 


Bureau Ends Inspection of Animal Foods 


Inspection by the Bureau of Animal Industry of canned 
products containing meat, meat byproduct, or meat prod- 
uct, which is prepared for and labeled as dog food, cat 
food, or food for other carnivorous animals will cease on 
September 15th. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, Department of Agriculture 

Week ending Season total to 

Aug. 15 Aug.15 Aug.8 Aug.15 Aug. 15 

VEGETABLES 1935 1936 1936 1935 1936 

Beans, snap and lima. 25 35 47 9,480 7,867 


Green peas ......... 229 227 252 5,815 6,008 
1 4 1 5,476 7,448 
Others, di 
rectly: 
Domestic ......... 1,654 1878 1,510 109857 124,318 
Imports ....... i 0 0 0 1 
Frurts 
Citrus, domestic ..... 1,907 1,501 1,505 135,712 119,842 
15 37 21 29 61 
domestic .... 4,791 3,860 4425 25,811 30,314 


Argentine Tomato Products Industry 


Argentine manufacture of tomato products has already 
made considerable progress in canned tomatoes, catsup, 
tomato pastes, and tomato juice, according to the American 
consulate general at Buenos Aires. The business is con- 
fined practically to several American and English packing 
plants. Imports of these products have decreased as domes- 
tic production increased. Two well known and long estab- 
lished American brands of tomato catsup, soup, etc., are 
still imported, but on a relatively small scale as compared 
to former years when there was no competition from local 
production. Manufacture of canned tomato soup and chut- 
ney has not yet been undertaken but it is understood will 
be attempted in the near future. 


The head of the grocery section of a large department 
store stated that the locally manufactured tomato products 
were finding increasing favor with both their Argentine and 
foreign clientele as the domestic product compared favor- 
ably with the imported article and could be purchased at a 
much lower price. 


California Defers Payment Date of Unemployment 
Contributions 


The California Unemployment Reserves Commission has 
ruled that the payment of contributions by all employers and 
employees subject to the California Unemployment Insur- 
ance Act, and the return of payroll data covering the months 
of July, August and September may be made up to but not 
later than October 31, 1936. Payment of contributions will 
be due on September 30, 1936, and will become delinquent 
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on November 1, 1936. Employers and employees subject to 
the Act may elect, under an earlier ruling of December 28, 
1935, to make monthly returns of contributions and payroll 
data. 


Retail Sales Indexes 


Grocery Cuains.—Daily average sales of grocery chain 
stores for July showed an increase of about 8 per cent in dol- 
lar volume as compared with July 1935, and were 11 per 
cent above the same month of 1934, according to the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. There was practically 
no change in sales from June to July, whereas usually there 
is a decline of about 3 per cent at this season, as shown by 
a comparison with the average change between these two 
months during the past seven years. Sales for the first seven 
months of the year were about 6 per cent above those for the 
corresponding period of 1935. 

Rurat Saves.—Daily average sales of general merchan- 
dise in small towns and rural areas for July were about 18 
per cent higher in dollar volume than for July, 1935, and 
were 51 per cent above those for the same month of 1934, 
These estimates are based on rural chain store and mail- 
order sales. Sales for July decreased about 17 per cent from 
June or somewhat less than the usual decline at this season 
of the year. Sales for the first seven months of the year 
were 12 per cent above those for the corresponding period 
of 1935, and were 38 per cent more than for the six-month 
period of 1934, 


Malayan Pineapple Trade-Mark Planned 


Establishment of a trade-mark for Malayan pineapple 
products shipped abroad has been suggested by the Malayan 
Director of Agriculture and approved by the Vegetable Oil 
Section of the United Planting Association of Malaya, ac- 
cording to the American trade commissioner at Singapore. 
The objective will be to produce and secure recognition of a 
standard product, thereby securing a wider and more remun- 
erative market. The plan would be controlled by the De- 
partment of Agriculture with the cooperation of planters. 
If success is achieved, at the end of two years, which would 
be the end of the experimental period, steps would be taken 
to extend and consolidate the scheme on the basis of the Na- 
tional Mark scheme operative in Great Britain. 


Tariff Rates on Agricultural Products 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has issued a 71l-page mimeographed 
bulletin on the tariff rates on principal agricultural products. 
The report presents a history of the tariff status of each com- 
modity from September 22, 1922, the effective date of the 
1922 Tariff Act, to June 15, 1936, the effective date of the 
trade agreement with Guatemala. With minor exceptions 


the report mentions only those agricultural products that are 
specifically mentioned in the Tariff Act of 1930 or the Tariff 
Act of 1922. Tariff concession on agricultural products made 
by the United States in trade agreements are covered in a 
series of twelve appendixes and another appendix shows the 
changes in duties made under the flexible provision of the 
1930 Tariff Act. A detailed index by commodities facilitates 
reference to the various articles. 


New Tuna Enterprise in Philippines 


The Philippine Fish Packing Corporation organized by 
Philippine and Japanese residents in Manila to catch tuna 
and smoke them for export has received Government av- 
thorization to bring in 30 Japanese instructors to train Fili- 
pino fishermen in the best methods of deep sea fishing, ac- 
cording to the American trade commissioner at Manila. 


Rainfall and Temperature Records 


The following table gives the average temperature and 
total rainfall for the principal growing districts for each of 
the last two weeks, as shown by the U. S. Weather Bureau 
reports for selected stations in these districts: 


Week ended Week ended 
Aug. 11, 1936 Aug. 18, 1936 


District Temp. Rain Temp. Rain 
Maine . 68 6 71 2 
Western New York 72 73 
Tri-States 76 9 81 J 
South Central Ohio 76 3 7? #638 
Central Indiana 77 a 83 J 
Central Illinois 84 4 
Northern Illinois, Southern Wisconsin. 75 3 7% 11 
Southern Minnesota . 716 0 77 4 
Northern Colorado 77 «#414 
Northern Utah 79 3 "73 6 
Northwestern Washington . 67 67 
Southeastern Washington 79 o 76 860 
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